
GENDER-RELATED KILLINGS 

OF WOMEN AND GIRLS 
(FEMICIDE/FEMINICIDE)

Results from the Global Consultation on the 

development of a common statistical 

framework 



“The different frameworks, definitions and classifications
used in the conceptualization of femicide often 
complicate the collection of data from different sources 
and could lead to documentation that may not be 
comparable across communities or regions."

Rashida Manjoo, Special rapporteur on violence against 
women, its causes and consequences. 2012



▪ The current international standard for crime 
statistics is the International Classification of 
Crimes for Statistical Purposes (ICCS).

▪ Countries are still in the process of fully adopting 
the ICCS and produce disaggregated data in line 
with its various variables. 

▪ Furthermore, the ICCS has areas of opportunity 
regarding the full coverage of the gender 
motivation of crime and the gender-related 
context. 

STARTING POINT

The ICCS defines 
Intentional Homicide as 

the “Unlawful death 
inflicted upon a person 
with the intent to cause 
death or serious injury”. 

Femicide/ Feminicide 
falls into this category.



▪ An initial approximation to the gender-related killing of women and girls (femicide/ 
feminicide) is the measurement of killings by intimate partner/family member. But this 
is only a subset of the whole phenomenon, further disaggregation is needed.

HOMICIDE DISAGGREGATION
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UNODC, Global Study on Homicide 2019 (Vienna, 2019) 



▪ 33 gender-related criteria operationalized in disaggregating 
variables and categories, open to discussion by data producers, 
practitioners and policy-makers 

▪ Criteria grouped by themes:

UN COMMON APPROACH

Victim Perpetrator
Modus 

Operandi
Gender-biased 

context
Conflict-related 

context



CONSULTATION TO MEMBER STATES (APR – JUL 2021)
Participation of 67 national institutions from 54 countries

Institution Europe Americas Asia Africa Total
National Statistical Office 46.2% 26.9% 11.5% 15.4% 100%

Police 33.3% 16.7% 50.0% - 100%

Judiciary 50.0% 37.5% 12.5% - 100%

Ministry of Interior 80.0% 20.0% - - 100%

Civil Society 50.0% 50.0% - - 100%

Prosecutor 33.3% 33.3% 33.3% - 100%

International Organization 66.7% 33.3% - - 100%

Other 66.7% 33.3% - - 100%

Human Rights Institute 100% - - - 100%

Health Institute - - - 100% 100%

Total 49.3% 26.9% 16.4% 7.5% 100%



VALIDITY OF CRITERIA (ALL INSTITUTIONS: TOP 15)
Is the proposed criterion determinant to identify the gender motivation of the crime?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

The victim had a non-conforming sexual orientation

The killing was committed in the context of organized crime: Trafficking in persons

Other form of unequal relationship between the victim and the perpetrator

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was of authority and/or care

The victim was involved in the sex industry

The victim had a non-conforming gender identity

The perpetrator of the killing is a male

Killing aimed at preventing the exercise of other rights and woman empowerment

Killing involving mutilation of reproductive parts and/or degrading treatment of the body

Killing involving sexual exploitation

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was that of a family member

Harmful traditional practices

Killings preceded by history of VAWG

Killing involving sexual violence

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was intimate

Fully determinant Partially determinant Non-determinant Don't know N/A



VALIDITY OF CRITERIA (NSO’S: TOP 15)
Is the proposed criterion determinant to identify the gender motivation of the crime?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Other form of unequal relationship between the victim and the perpetrator

The victim was pregnant

Killing aimed at impairing/ nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise of political rights

The victim was a migrant/ displaced/ refugee

The victim had a non-conforming gender identity

Killing aimed at preventing the exercise of other rights and woman empowerment

The victim was involved in the sex industry

Killing where the body was disposed of and exposed on a public place

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was that of a family member

Killings preceded by history of VAWG

Killing involving mutilation of reproductive parts and/or degrading treatment of the body

Killing involving sexual exploitation

Killing involving sexual violence

Harmful traditional practices

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was intimate

Fully determinant Partially determinant Non-determinant Don't know N/A



VALIDITY OF CRITERIA (POLICE & INTERIOR: TOP 15)
Is the proposed criterion determinant to identify the gender motivation of the crime?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

The killing was committed in the context of organized crime: Trafficking in persons

Harmful traditional practices

The victim was involved in the sex industry

Killing where the body was disposed of and exposed on a public place

Killing involving sexual exploitation

Killing aimed at preventing the exercise of other rights and woman empowerment

The victim had a non-conforming sexual orientation

Other form of unequal relationship between the victim and the perpetrator

The victim had a non-conforming gender identity

Killing involving sexual violence

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was of authority and/or care

Killings preceded by history of VAWG

The perpetrator of the killing is a male

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was that of a family member

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was intimate

Fully determinant Partially determinant Non-determinant Don't know N/A



VALIDITY OF CRITERIA (PROSECUTOR’S & JUDICIARY: TOP 15)
Is the proposed criterion determinant to identify the gender motivation of the crime?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Killing where the victim was abducted prior to the murder

The victim was pregnant

Female infanticide

The victim was a women’s rights defender

Killing where the body was disposed of and exposed on a public place

Harmful traditional practices

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was of authority and/or care

Killing involving sexual exploitation

The victim had a non-conforming gender identity

Killing involving mutilation of reproductive parts and/or degrading treatment of the body

The victim had a non-conforming sexual orientation

Killing involving sexual violence

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was that of a family member

Killings preceded by history of VAWG

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was intimate

Fully determinant Partially determinant Non-determinant Don't know N/A



DATA AVAILABILITY (ALL INSTITUTIONS: TOP 15)
Are data according to this criterion currently collected/produced in your institution?

FEASIBLE: 

- Yes, with all the disaggregation categories proposed

- Yes, with related disaggregation categories

- No, but we could collect/ produce data within 1-2 years

NOT FEASIBLE: 

- No, but we could collect/ produce data on the proposed disaggregation categories 

after 3 years or more

- No and we don’t know if and when it will be possible to collect/produce this data

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

The victim was a migrant/ displaced/ refugee

The victim had a disability

The victim was pregnant

The victim was under the prison system (inmate)

Killings preceded by history of VAWG

The victim was involved in the sex industry

The victim had a minority racial or ethnical background

Killing involving sexual violence

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was of authority and/or care

Other form of unequal relationship between the victim and the perpetrator

Female infanticide

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was that of a family member

The victim was elderly

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was intimate

The perpetrator of the killing is a male

Feasible

Not feasible

Don't know

N/A



DATA AVAILABILITY (NSO’S: TOP 15)
Are data according to this criterion currently collected/produced in your institution?

FEASIBLE: 

- Yes, with all the disaggregation categories proposed

- Yes, with related disaggregation categories

- No, but we could collect/ produce data within 1-2 years

NOT FEASIBLE: 

- No, but we could collect/ produce data on the proposed disaggregation categories 

after 3 years or more

- No and we don’t know if and when it will be possible to collect/produce this data

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Killing involving sexual exploitation

Killings preceded by history of VAWG

The victim had a disability

The victim was involved in the sex industry

The victim was under the prison system (inmate)

The victim had a minority racial or ethnical background

Killing involving sexual violence

The victim was pregnant

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was of authority and/or care

Female infanticide

Other form of unequal relationship between the victim and the perpetrator

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was intimate

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was that of a family member

The victim was elderly

The perpetrator of the killing is a male

Feasible

Not feasible

Don't know

N/A



DATA AVAILABILITY (POLICE & INTERIOR: TOP 15)
Are data according to this criterion currently collected/produced in your institution?

FEASIBLE: 

- Yes, with all the disaggregation categories proposed

- Yes, with related disaggregation categories

- No, but we could collect/ produce data within 1-2 years

NOT FEASIBLE: 

- No, but we could collect/ produce data on the proposed disaggregation categories 

after 3 years or more

- No and we don’t know if and when it will be possible to collect/produce this data

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Killings preceded by history of VAWG

The victim had a disability

Killing where the body was disposed of and exposed on a public place

The victim was under the prison system (inmate)

Killing involving sexual violence

The victim was a migrant/ displaced/ refugee

The victim had a minority racial or ethnical background

The victim was involved in the sex industry

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was of authority and/or care

Other form of unequal relationship between the victim and the perpetrator

Female infanticide

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was that of a family member

The victim was elderly

The perpetrator of the killing is a male

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was intimate

Feasible

Not feasible

Don't know

N/A



DATA AVAILABILITY (PROSECUTOR’S & JUDICIARY: TOP 15)
Are data according to this criterion currently collected/produced in your institution?

FEASIBLE: 

- Yes, with all the disaggregation categories proposed

- Yes, with related disaggregation categories

- No, but we could collect/ produce data within 1-2 years

NOT FEASIBLE: 

- No, but we could collect/ produce data on the proposed disaggregation categories 

after 3 years or more

- No and we don’t know if and when it will be possible to collect/produce this data

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Killing aimed at impairing/ nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise of political…

The victim had a non-conforming gender identity

Killing where the victim was abducted prior to the murder

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was of authority and/or care

The victim had a minority racial or ethnical background

Killing involving sexual exploitation

The victim had a non-conforming sexual orientation

The victim was under the prison system (inmate)

The victim was involved in the sex industry

Killing involving sexual violence

The victim was elderly

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was that of a family member

Female infanticide

The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator was intimate

The perpetrator of the killing is a male

Feasible

Not feasible

Don't know

N/A



CHALLENGES (ALL INSTITUTIONS: TOP-MOST)
If you answered “No”, what would be the top-most challenges your institution would meet when trying to 

collect or produce these data? (excluding “Don’t know” and “N/A”)

28.00%

25.42%

17.73%

48.10%

47.54%

41.67%

27.91%

42.86%

24.67%

40.68%

16.31%

27.85%

37.50%

77.50%

8.14%

38.78%

3.33%

1.69%

15.25%

6.33%

15.00%

33.72%

18.37%

4.00%

5.08%

14.89%

0.63%

8.33%

2.33%

20.00%

6.78%

12.94% 4.61%

4.17%

7.50%

27.91%

20.00%

20.34%

18.26%

17.09%

52.46%

8.33%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

OTHER

MINISTRY OF INTERIOR

PROSECUTOR

POLICE

CIVIL SOCIETY

NSO

JUDICIARY

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION

HEALTH

Awareness raising Internal administrative procedures Legislative/ normative reforms Data collection system

Financial resources Data transmission/sharing processes Other



RELEVANCE (ALL INSTITUTIONS: TOP 15)
How does/would your institution use the disaggregated data for this criterion?

34.0%

18.8%

23.7%

7.8%

7.8%

27.6%

17.1%

36.4%

6.4%

6.7%

50.0%

33.3%

17.0%

33.3%

12.8%

64.5%

16.7%

37.5%

33.3%

23.7%

1.1%

2.6%

16.7%

31.3%

33.3%

20.0%

3.2%

20.5%

11.1%

8.9%

15.7%

13.3%

24.4%

18.0%

34.0%

80.0%

18.9%

41.9%

21.9%

5.7%

24.5%

8.9%

16.3%

11.4%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

CIVIL SOCIETY

HEALTH

HUMAN RIGHTS

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION

JUDICIARY

MINISTRY OF INTERIOR

NSO

OTHER

POLICE

PROSECUTOR

Developing policy formulations/decisions

Developing specific reports/analyses

Monitoring institutional performance

No specific use

Other (Please specify in next column)

Producing data for specific groups of interest or vulnerable
groups

Producing estimates or disaggregated data for public
dissemination

Report to other relevant authorities



THANK YOU

https://www.cdeunodc.inegi.org.mx

https://data.unwomen.org/where-

we-work/cegs

https://www.cdeunodc.inegi.org.mx/
https://data.unwomen.org/where-we-work/cegs

