CRIME & CRIMINAL JUSTICE
STATISTICS

THERE ARE LIES
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United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

UNODC collects data on crime and the operation
of criminal justice systems in order to make
policy-relevant information and analysis available in
a timely manner to the international community.

The impact of statistics on decision
making related to law enforcement and
crime prevention
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Why do we need statistics?
FAST w S LOW

 As human beings we are not intuitive
statisticians DANIEL

— “we are prone to exaggerate the consistency RATNEMARN
and coherence of what we see”

— Intuitive thinking: jumping to conclusions on
the basis of limited evidence

BBBGGG
» Without considering statistical inforg GGGGGG
we make biased conclusions BGBBGB

We are blind on our blindness !
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Homicide count 1995-2010
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Source: UNODC Homicide statistics
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What does crime statistics offer to policy makers?

To fight
crime

To prevent
crime
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Measuring the magnitude: Homicide rate by
country (2010)

Map 1.1:  Homicide rates by country (2010 or latest available year)

Homicide rates
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No data available

Note: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Source: UNODC Homicide Startistics (2011).



@

a
o
O
8-
=
a
o
&
e
=
€
*

UNODC

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

----

25000
- 23000
- 21000
- 19000
| 17000
- 15000

- 13000

2 per. Mov. Avg. (% change CPl)
2 per. Mov. Avg. (% change GDP)
2 per. Mov. Avg. (Robbery)

2005

- 11000

- 9000

- 7000

- 5000

[ e e —— v e

Recorded offences




{

\{\; A.« United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

Understanding the who

. 505 Distribution of homicide victims by age and sex, Americas [2000-2008)

1 Male victims
Female vickims

Flg. 5005 Distribution of victims and perpetrators of homicide,
by sex and region (2009 or latest year available)
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Souros: Global Burden of Injuriss, fefary Meoveailty Diasy Collaracom (2011).

Peroemtage of total victime
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Understanding the how

Homicide mechanism - Americas (30 countries) Homicide mechanism - Europe (32 countries)

M Firearms
" Sharp objects

Other

Source: Global Burden of Injuries, fnjury Mortalicy Dara Collection (2011).
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Challenges to produce statistical measures of crime

(Lord Kelvin, mathematic physicist)
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Map 6.1 Homicide rates at subnational level, the Americas

20109

Challenge: To describe the
tans-national and sub-
national nature of crime

Sonree: Macional official sounees
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Challenge: To measure the crime iceberg

- Crime reported to authorities and recorded

The sea level depends on the government response to crime and the
citizens’ trust on the system which differ from country to country
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Challenge: To measure the crime iceberg
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Average percentage of crimes reported to the -
police in different world regions

B % wvictims who reported crimes to the police

Source: International Crime Victim Survey (ICVS)
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What Is measured and the comparability of data on »
reported crime depend on the type of crime

Gender-based violence Homicides
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Trends of conventional crime

Trends in conventional types of crime

—e— Drug-related crime - 19
countries

—=— Robbery - 25 countries
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Burglary - 17 countries

—— Rape - 22 countries
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—x%— Motor Vehicle Theft - 22
countries

—e— Homicide - 40 countries

. but are we measuring all forms of crime?
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Need to measure the invisible crime

1. 5.9: Proportion of gang/organized

*+ Corruption (2010 or Iatost available yoat)
« Economic/financial crime

« Cybercrime

 Money laundering

Organized crime
— Human trafficking
— Smuggling of migrants

s

Americas Asia Europe
(13 countries) (6 countries) (8 countries)
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Source: UNODC elaboration of national police data. Bars
represent median, 1st and 3rd quartiles of percentage of gang/
organized crime-related homicides.
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Develop methodology to measure the ‘difficult t
measure’ crime

 Updating existing recording systems to better
understand the typology and dynamics

* Design new data collection tools

o Use different analytical tools (GIS)
— ldentify flows
— ldentify linkages in criminal markets
 Target different actors

— Banks
— Private sector

THERE HONEST STATIS! =}
| S =] —
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8 countries with high 15 countries with n o
homicide rates (>8.0)  homicide rates (2 =@=Homicide rate —@— Homicide rate

0 Persons brought into formal contact —@- Persons brought into formal contact for homicide
Source: UNODC CTS for homicide

= Persons convicted for homicide —a— Persons convicted for homicide
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Floo 4.1 Percentage distribution of homicide perpetrators by
sax of victim, selected European countries (2008 or
latest available year)

Female victims
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B Spouse or ex-spowse [ Aelative  Acquaintsmce | Unknown to victim

Source: UNECE Staristical Division Database.

Challenge: Need to ‘engender’ crime statistics
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Homicide rates and dowry death rates m ndia 19952 009
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Example: 2006 Violence Against Women in Italy

 About experience violence in their life
« More than only the previous year
experienced sexual violence
women suffered rape or attempted rape
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s statistics enough?

Key
Informants/
grass roots

Cases Statistical

Information
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A closer collaboration

RESEARCH/POLICY MAKERS
STATISTICIANS
* Support/value unbiased
Respond to emerging needs (invisible collection/processing of statistics
crimes) + Elaborate data needs

Translate statistics into knowledge » Understand how to use statistics



Better data, deeper analysis,
improved policies, less crime
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